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“This enlightened essay collection is both an invocation of and invitation to love—with intention—
as a way to repair, rebuild and reimagine new worlds. I hope readers will choose to take up Kai 
Cheng Thom’s fiery call to arms.” —Vivek Shraya, author of I’m Afraid of Men and even this page is 
white  

What can we hope for at the end of the world? What can we trust in when community has 
broken our hearts? What would it mean to pursue justice without violence? What does it 
mean to choose love? How can we dream a world where everyone—including trans women 
of colour—have the possibility to thrive?  

I Hope We Choose Love is a hopeful collection of personal essays and prose poems that grow out of 
activist and community heartbreak. Acclaimed poet, essayist, advice columnist, and community 
healer, Kai Cheng Thom envisions a world where trans women of colour can dream about 
themselves as the vivid bursts of life they are instead of being marked for violence and death. 
Blending the confessional, political, and literary, Thom dives deep into the issues that divide our 
contemporary communities to make a case for radical compassion and empathy. With her 
characteristic eloquence and honesty, Thom critiques essentialist identity politics, the concept of 
“safety,” virtue signaling (or “activist theatre”), celebrity culture, and mob mentalities. Essays and 
poems address cancel culture, #MeToo and consent, the ways we enable each other to harm, how to 
heal through boundary setting, and how we talk about suicide (and our responsibility to each other to 
create a world we can bear to live in). Thom’s work points us towards what it might look like to 
apply a form of justice that doesn’t ignore our humanity.  

Taking its cues from contemporary thought leaders in the transformative justice movement such as 
adrienne maree brown and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna- Samarasinha, I Hope We Choose Love is a call for 
nuance in a time of political polarization, for healing in a time of injustice, and for remembering our 
capacity for love and compassion in an apocalypse.  
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“This book is about revolutionary love,” Thom writes. “Love that might not save us at the end of 
the world but that might make it possible to live through. It may be hard to believe in. It will be 
harder to live. I hope we choose it anyway.”  

I Hope We Choose Love is required reading for anyone who wants to change the world but feels they 
aren’t good enough, who wants speak truth to power but is afraid of making mistakes, who has made 
mistakes and wants to forgive themselves.  

Praise for A PLACE CALLED NO HOMELAND 

“With imagery and word choice that will leave you breathless and aching, Kai Cheng Thom’s a place 
called No Homeland is a phenomenal collection that draws heavily on mythology and oral tradition, 
gender fluidity and sexual identity. It is at times full of high energy, the words pulsing and needing to 
be said aloud; at others raw and quietly thoughtful. It proposes a break from tradition and the rigid- 
ity of the past, focusing instead on a movement forward into a future of strong women. This is a slim 
book of poetry that will wreck you in only the most glorious ways.” —Teen Vogue  

“A thought-provoking, beautiful, and painstakingly candid poetic debut. ... In Thom’s work, 
queerness is sensational but not sensationalized, and beauty, memory and desire are done right, 
sublime in their specificity.” —Publishers Weekly  

“A firework display of courage and victory in the face of aggression. ... Through her poetry, Kai 
Cheng Thom offers communal celebration to marginal people and a voice of encouragement for 
transwomen who walk similar paths.” —Broken Pencil  

KAI CHENG THOM is a writer, performer, community healer, lasagna lover, and wicked witch. She 
recently launched her advice column “Ask Kai: Advice for the Apocalypse” with Xtra. She lives and 
dreams from the unsurrendered Indigenous territories that make up colonial-era Canada. A prolific 
poet, fiction writer, and essayist, her published book-length works include the award-winning Fierce 
Femmes and Notorious Liars: A Dangerous Trans Girl’s Confabulous Memoir (Me- tonymy Press), a place called 
No Homeland (Arsenal Pulp Press), and From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea (Arsenal Pulp Press). 
She is the winner of the 2017 Dayne Ogilvie Prize for Emerging LGBT Writers and two-time Lambda 
Literary nominee. She has featured as a performer at such venues as Verses International Poetry 
Festival, the Canadian Festival of Spoken Word, Word on the Street Toronto, the Blue Metropolis 
Festival. She has also com- pleted the Spoken Word Residency at the Banff Centre for the Arts and 
the ARISE Residency at Eventual Ashes The- atre and Buddies in Bad Times Theatre. She’s been 
profiled in the New York Times, and her debut novel, Fierce Femmes and Notorious Liars, was selected by 
Emma Watson for her Shared Shelf international feminst book club. Her essays and reviews have been 
published in The Globe and Mail, Slate, GUTS magazine, Xtra, Autostraddle and more.  

 


